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Loudmouth Emma Goldman VS. America ( A Love Story)
Deborah Heiligman

Who Gets Labeled a Loudmouth?
Before reading, ask:

What does it mean when someone is called “too loud”?
Who gets that label more often?
Is loudness ever necessary?

Students:
Share personal or observed examples
Create a semantic map of the word loudmouth

Later, revisit the title and ask:
Who named Emma a loudmouth?
Why does that label matter?

This centers power, gender, and voice, which are key to Emma’s story

Possible Discussion Questions 

Before Reading: Why do you think the word “loudmouth” was used to
describe Emma Goldman? Who benefits from calling someone that?

During Reading: How does fear influence the government’s actions toward
Emma?

After Reading: Where do you see Emma Goldman’s struggles reflected in
today’s world? How do modern activists face similar pushback?
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SAMPLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES

Building Background Knowledge
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Cultural Behavior Examples from the Text

Realness (frank, direct, upfront) The level of
truthfulness, authenticity, and directness we utilize in
our communications. Different cultures value different
levels of directness. How truth and authenticity are
communicated to others can be culturally based.

Emma was very open and real with audiences she
lectured about the inequalities that immigrants, women,
and African Americans experienced.  She was also real
with her distain of the United States government and let
them know in many balent ways that often resulted in
dire consequences  

Orality and Verbal Expressiveness (Verve or
expressiveness with verbal and non-verbal cues)
It’s not what you say but how you say it. Verve
happens when the combination of emphasized
use of nonverbals and verbal cues occur
simultaneously. Verve is valued in some cultures
as a sign of enthusiasm, engagement, and
passion.

Emma is first and foremost a speaker her power comes
from speeches, lectures, and public debates.
The book emphasizes how she speaks, not just what she
says: passionate, emotional, intense, animated.
Authorities fear her not only for her ideas, but for her
ability to move people with her voice.

Identifying Cultural Behaviors 

Possible Writing Prompts  

Informative / Explanatory Essay
Write an explanatory essay describing Emma Goldman’s political beliefs and the social issues she
advocated for. Explain why these beliefs were viewed as threatening during her time.

Argumentative Essay
Was Emma Goldman more dangerous to the United States or essential to its democracy? Write an
argumentative essay in which you evaluate whether the government was justified in prosecuting Emma
Goldman. Use evidence from Loudmouth to support your claim, and address at least one
counterargument.

Analysis & Synthesis Prompts
Then and Now  Compare Emma Goldman’s treatment by the government to a modern figure who has
faced consequences for speaking out. Analyze similarities and differences in how dissent is handled
across time.

Extension Project
Students will investigate Emma Goldman as a historical dissenter and compare her experience to a modern individual or
movement that challenged the U.S. government or dominant social norms. Students will analyze free speech, power, and
resistance, and then create a product that argues whether dissent is necessary for social change.

Argumentative Multimedia Presentation
Create a digital presentation (slides, video, or podcast) that:

Explains Emma Goldman’s beliefs and why she was targeted
Compares her experience to a modern dissenter or movement
Argues whether the government’s response was justified

Must include:
At least 2 quotes from Loudmouth
At least 1 modern example
A clear claim + counterclaim
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Activity CLR Protocol

Literacy

Tea Party   
This is an interactive pre-reading strategy that frontloads

students’ knowledge of the text and allows them to become
familiar with phrasing and content words. Prepare and

distribute meaningful phrases or sentences from the text.
Students read their sentence, then rotate through multiple
partners, sharing and discussing connections and possible
topics using varied greetings (ex: formal, bbq). After several

rotations, students form small groups to discuss patterns they
noticed and make predictions about the text using evidence

from the sentences. Helps students practice situational
appropriateness.

Validate and Affirm (VA) Movement, Sociocentrism, Collaboration,
Subjectivity

Literacy

Hot Seat
Students take turns sitting in the Hot Seat and adopting the
persona of a specific character from the text. After or during

reading, students are divided into groups of 3-5. Each member
is assigned a character, and takes on their perspective.

Students work independently, as a group, or as a class to
develop questions to ask each character and then the group

takes turns asking those questions. 
Validate and affirm (VA) Collaborative, Verbal Expressiveness

Sociocentric

Discussion 

Silent Conversation 
The teacher prepares chart papers with images, quotes, or
questions related to the topic. In groups of 4–5, students

silently read the chart, write or draw responses, and rotate the
paper to read and respond to peers’ ideas. After returning to
their original response, groups discuss key ideas and select

one member to share highlights with the class. Teacher uses
involuntary response protocol.

Validate and affirm (VA) Verbal Expressiveness, Communalism,
Spontaneity
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